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T homas “Tom” Eugene Emert, 69, passed away on December 25, 2025, in

Decatur, IL. Born on March 25, 1956, the son of Frederick and Elizabeth
(Hayes) Emert.

Tom married his beloved wife, Wanda (Braughton) Emert, on May 18, 1988, in Decatur, IL. They
spent a wonderful 52 years together before Tom’s passing. Tom was a proud United States Army

veteran, having served during the Vietnam War era. Even after his service, he continued to be an
avid supporter of the US military. Tom had many hobbies, including camping, fishing, playing

cards, watching the news, and traveling. He loved music, specifically rock and roll and jazz. He was
a talented wood worker who specialized in crafting canes for himself and others. Tom would often
sit on the porch and watch the birds and squirrels that he regularly fed. He was incredibly funny

and outspoken, and above all else, he loved his family.

Tom is survived by his wife — Wanda Emert of Decatur, IL; two children — Michael Emert of
Decatur, IL, and Katherine (Andrew) Webb of Mt. Zion, IL; five grandchildren — Alainna, Kiera,

Arianna, Kaedance, and Ashton Webb of Mt. Zion, IL; two sisters — Katherine Dickenson of
Decatur, IL, and Madelyn (Herb) Pugsley of Decatur, IL; and numerous cousins, nieces, and

nephews.

Tom was preceded in death by his parents — Frederick and Elizabeth Emert; and two brothers —
Charles and Douglas Emert.

Memorial contributions may be made to Empowerment Opportunity Center (360 E Marietta St,
Decatur, IL 62521) in his honor.

Condolences may be left online to the family at https://www.moranandgoebel.com

Moran & Goebel Funeral Home is providing cremation services for Tom.
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Crystal shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

December 30 at 12:21 PM

Crystal lit a candle in honor of Thomas.

Lighting this candle for Aunt Wanda, Michael, Katherine, and all of Tom’s

grandchildren—with so much love. May it bring comfort, peace, and the quiet

reminder that Tom’s love will always surround you.

December 30 at 9:56 AM

Crystal posted:

Uncle Tom was family in the truest sense of the word.My first memory of him is from when I was

about three or four years old. I loved Barbies, and Uncle Tom and Aunt Wanda bought me one,

along with a big set of accessories. That night, after we got home, I had to go to bed and wait for

Santa. I sat on my bed in the dark, quietly opening my Barbie and all her little pieces. I couldn’t

really play because my room was dark—but I remember how happy I felt in that moment, and how

deeply loved.Many years later, when I was in my late twenties, Uncle Tom showed me that same

love in a way I will never forget. After my house fire, when I had lost everything and didn’t even

know where I would live the next day, my biggest worry was my German Shepherd, Nikki. I

needed her to stay in the family—to be safe, loved, and treated like she belonged. Uncle Tom

took Nikki in and treated her like his baby. Knowing she was cared for gave me peace during one

of the most painful times of my life.Uncle Tom was the kind of man you could count on. Saying “I

love you” didn’t come easily to him, but when Uncle Tom loved you, you never had to question it

—you felt it.My last memory of him will stay with me forever. Uncle Tom said “I love you” to me—

before I had the chance to say it to him for the first time.He was steady, funny, outspoken, and full

of heart. I will always be grateful for his love and for the quiet ways he showed up when it

mattered most. I will carry these memories with me for the rest of my life.

December 30 at 9:44 AM
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Crystal shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 30 at 12:21 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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